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Sutton Parish Council – Sutton Neighbourhood Plan 
May 2020 

• Steering Committee remains unchanged: 

Darren Brooker (Chair) 
Mike Kingdon (Vice-chair) 
Stefan Senger 
Libby Gardner 

Briony Giddings 
Chris Brown 
Helen Kapur 

 

• Progress since the last meeting: 

o Central Bedfordshire Council completed the Strategic Environment Assessment (SEA) of 
the draft of Sutton Neighbourhood Plan with input from Natural England, 
Historic England and the Environment Agency.  CBC issued their determination on 
2nd April 2020 that the Sutton Neighbourhood Plan does not require a Strategic 
Environmental Assessment under Section 9 of the SEA Regulations 2004.  The report 
can be found here: 
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/45/planning_policy/473/neighbourhood_plannin
g/3 

o The End of Grant Report for 2019/20 has been submitted, and unused funds of 
£1,378.76 returned (we did not use all of our consultant’s time due to central 
Government (MHCLG) delays in approving our Design Codes technical support package 
which was caused by the December 2019 election). 

o Covid-19 restrictions mean we now cannot commence our Regulation 14 (public) 
consultation at the moment, the primary reason for this is the statutory requirement to 
deposit a copy of the documents in the libraries which are currently closed.  It is also 
normal to hold drop-in sessions during the consultation, although this isn’t a 
mandatory requirement. 

o The Coronavirus Act 2020 states that we cannot we hold our referendum until 
Thursday 6th May 2021, however neighbourhood plans which have completed 
examination and are awaiting referendum can now be given significant weight in 
planning decisions, so we still aim to complete examination as soon as possible. 

o Despite the restrictions, the Steering Committee have continued to work, and to meet 
regularly online. 

o Draft Sutton Neighbourhood Plan – the document has been approved for Regulation 14 
consultation by both Steering Committee and Sutton Parish Council. 

https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/45/planning_policy/473/neighbourhood_planning/3
https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/info/45/planning_policy/473/neighbourhood_planning/3
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o Work on the Design Codes by AECOM has been reviewed and the updated version 
approved by Steering Committee and Sutton Parish Council, though we are awaiting 
formal approval of the document from Locality. 

o Sutton Parish Council have approved commencement of Regulation 14 consultation 
once current Covid-19 restrictions allow. 

o Application for Evidence Base and Policy Development (EBPD) Technical Support 
package is now being processed by central government (we applied for this in October 
2019).  This work can be done in parallel or after the Regulation 14 consultation as it is 
primarily about preparing for the Regulation 15 submission and examination phase. 

o The Background Evidence Report is almost complete (this needs to be submitted with 
the neighbourhood plan for Regulation 14 consultation).  

o Work on the Consultation Report is well underway (consultation methodology, public 
engagement/leaflets/meetings/workshops, questionnaires, questionnaire results, etc.), 
this is required for the examination phase, though can also be submitted at 
Regulation 14 stage as a matter of good practice. 

• Next steps: 

o Complete the drafting and compilation of the Background Evidence Report. 

o Complete the drafting and compilation of the Consultation Report. 

o Commence Regulation 14 consultation as soon as we are ready and restrictions allow 
(including CBC agreement and libraries being open). 

o Apply for 2020/2021 financial year basic grant money of £1,378 (the unused and 
returned 2019/2020 basic grant money). 

o Request a budget of £2,209.68 (made up of: £1,378 grant funding, £120 web site 
budget from PC, £93.66 [of £343.66 remaining] from fund-raising funds, £598 
contingency from PC reserves [only if needed], £20.02 of underspent and retained 
2018/2019 grant funding). 

o We are likely to need some funds for leaflets and maps for the referendum in 
May 2021, estimated at £250 (next financial year).  We have retained £250 of the fund-
raised money to cover this. 

o As we have Design Codes in our neighbourhood plan, we are also eligible to apply for 
Additional Grant Funding of up to a further £8,000, at this time we have no plans to 
apply for this.  However, this does give us options if something else requires funding, 
such as something coming up during Regulation 14 consultation or further study work 
required if insufficient evidence to support our policies is found as part of the ‘Evidence 
Base and Policy Development’ technical support package. 

 
 
 
 
Darren Brooker 
Chair, Sutton Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee 


